Resolution on GATS to full Council March 29th 2001

This Council notes that:

Currently, the rules of the World Trade Organisation's General Agreement on Trade & Services (GATS) apply to the supply and delivery of all modes of service, including foreign investment, cross-border provisions of a service, electronic commerce and international travel.

The new GATS negotiations taking place now in the World Trade Organisation are designed to further the involvement of private companies in public services and carry the serious risk of:

1) Imposing new and severe constraints on the ability of governments to maintain or create environmental, health, consumer protection and other public interest standards.

2) Restricting the use of government funds for public works, municipal services and social programmes. These new negotiations will seek to require governments to make public funds allocated for public services directly available to private service corporations.

3) Forcing governments to grant unlimited market access to private service providers, without regard to the environmental and social impacts of the quantity or size of those service activities.

4) Accelerating the process of providing corporate service providers with guaranteed access to domestic markets in all sectors, including education, health and water.

If achieved, at a national level this GATS 2000 agenda will enable private corporations, possibly foreign-based, to undermine any existing social, health and education standards to suit their own corporate agenda.

In Brighton & Hove private corporations could insist on unlimited access to municipal contracts for construction, sewage, waste disposal, tourism and water services, additionally they would to be able to extend their take over public hospitals and schools. 

The binding enforcement mechanisms of the WTO would ensure that this agenda is not only implemented, but rendered irreversible.

In order to protect public services this Council therefore resolves

1) to declare the City of Brighton & Hove to be a "GATS-free Zone", with immediate effect

2) to lobby the national and European Parliaments to introduce a moratorium on the GATS 2000 negotiations, using our local elected MP's and MEP's, together with the enhanced facility offered by the recently opened South of England House in Brussels, thereby fulfilling our strategic priority of exerting influence over future EU policies, as outlined in our 5-year European Strategy

3) to lobby that the remaining two years of scheduled talks between the UK and European Parliaments and the WTO be devoted to carrying out the following tasks:

[a] conduct a full and complete assessment of the impacts of the current GATS regime and the implications of the proposed GATS 2000 rules on domestic social, environmental and economic laws, policies and programmes with citizens' groups in all member countries;

[b] reaffirm the role and responsibility of governments to provide public services ensuring the basic rights and needs of their citizens in the new global economy based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

[c] provision of concrete incentives and resources, especially for governments of developing countries, to further develop and strengthen the provision of public services based on peoples' needs, rather than on the ability to pay;

[d] guarantee the right of governments to require ironclad safeguards for public services [e.g. healthcare, education, social security, culture, environment, transportation, housing, energy, and water] that may be threatened by global trade and investment rules;

[e] develop mechanisms for effective participation by citizen organisations in both the formulation of their government positions and in the negotiation of any global trade and investment rules in the future regarding cross border services.

[f] secure the rights and responsibilities of governments to enact and carry out laws and regulations protecting the environment and natural resources, health and safety, poverty reduction, and social well-being.

[g] reform the existing GATS regime by removing components such as Article VI and the Working Party on Domestic Regulation, which give foreign governments and transnational corporations the power to ratchet down public laws, policies and programmes such as quality standards for health care or safety standards for transport.
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