Resolution on GATS to full Council March 29th 2001

This Council notes that:

Currently, the rules of the World Trade Organisation's General Agreement on Trade & Services (GATS) apply to the supply and delivery of all modes of service, including foreign investment, cross-border provisions of a service, electronic commerce and international travel.

The new GATS negotiations taking place now in the World Trade Organisation are designed to further the involvement of private companies in public services and carry the serious risk of:

1) Imposing new and severe constraints on the ability of governments to maintain or create environmental, health, consumer protection and other public interest standards.

2) Restricting the use of government funds for public works, municipal services and social programmes. These new negotiations will seek to require governments to make public funds allocated for public services directly available to private service corporations.

3) Forcing governments to grant unlimited market access to private service providers, without regard to the environmental and social impacts of the quantity or size of those service activities.

4) Accelerating the process of providing corporate service providers with guaranteed access to domestic markets in all sectors, including education, health and water.

The Council of the City of Brighton and Hove congratulates the MP for Brighton Pavilion, David Lepper, and others in supporting an Early Day Motion in Parliament on this issue.  The Council joins with them to call for the Government to ensure that there is an independent and thorough assessment of the likely impact of the GATS on the provision of key services within the UK and internationally, particularly on the poor in developing countries.

